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The singing accountant

It’s not unusual to find Joe Callura belting

By HLHGEH FRARSER
The Spectivior
o Callura thinks s not nnvsual fora ehar-
tered acoountont 1o be o sex symbol

That's becawse, when the lighta go down and
the stars come out, Joseph Enrl Callura B Com.,
C AL sole practifionoer of Joseph BEarl Calluea
Chavierod Accountants, unbuttons hes shive to
hiz navel, shirugs into e siiver lme bolero fnek-
etand wigples his hips three (lmes

Presto! He's 'l'om Jones.

soon the Indies and gents, but particularly the
fmilies, arsaeh high-elass venues as the Aladedin
Huotel, Las Vegas and Toronto's Lo Cage Dinner
Theatre go wild as CUallura rips through his high-
cuerey Ton Jones segment of The Living Leg-
aoiicls sl

Adthough show busingess and musie are Collu
rit's firat love, leaving the green, green grass of
atcoliiaeey at age 46 fov the ghitter and glamour
of The Stage is move than he can do right now,

To understand Callura, you have to realize twio
thingz [One, he was the only child In afamily he
describes as "basically poor” during his earl]y
vears, Ani two, he liated school and that hated
ahotdd be spelled with a capital H

T stuck with 1t only because my fmily had
some financial =et
backs early in oy
fifie and 1 omade o
vaow to mysell I'd TO KNOW
never be poor” he | What: Living
recills. 1 knew :

| |
:‘ £} "
that if § dadt't clo LH!_.EIII[L-\ Uilllll-_"l

NEED

the schooling thing Show
wd get & profes || When: Sept. 5, 12
sion, 1 be diag 2 ’

ging my bum flor
the rost of my life”

Tie oply bit al
schoonl he enjoved
Was  perlorming
lewd parts in school
mustcals. That is,
until  he  found
bookkeaping n

Who: Joe Callura,
Al Ross and Frank
HRondell

Where: Carmen's
Banquet Centre,
1320 Stonechureh

high school, R,
st ns the Tom 1o ke
Junes  pel  comes LU.‘:LE’IEH,

including three-

gasy to e, book
“ course dinner

keeping come easy
Lo e sl reakoyally
when that happens,
you Like 11" he recalls: “So [ went to MeMastar
with the intent to gelan aceounting degree

[nstend of accouantancy at hMchlaster he i
macro and microoconomics, statistical mathe
fabies amdl all Kindds of theoretical stufl rather
than proactical information he could apply o
EnrIg a lving,

“'he first twe vears, | passed,” Callurn saul,
"But not willy high encough marks for an honowes
depres, Tn the thivd vear, all of a suidden, oo,
wi got all these gecounting courses and my
mirks went from the mid-sixties 1o high eighe-
ieg "

Collura had to carn every cent in working his
wav threugh school, He worked ar Rheem Cana-
o, o manufaelurer of ol waler leaters, by e
summer ond ployed Fridoys and Saturdavs at
Club Continental on Geytrode Streel

[Fowas ad Ol Contineniad thar bus fest did his
Toin Jones act. It was so uneanny Caliurn got
away with the joke he loved 1o tell; Tom Jones
“stole my stvle ™

Then justas Cillura praduated with o pass Ba
and was doing hnndstands becanse he'd never
Frowe 1o take poot ey exai or read nnother tex
book as long as he lved, owa things happened
that must have pearly palled the 19-yenr-old
b BV

"Gary Waterfield, the assistant dean of the
biisiriess faculiy at Mebaster, phonoid that the
board of povernors had reviewed my case,” Cal-
hura recalls. They'd noticed the huge discrepancy
i marks between s first, second and third
years and were offering him the fourth vear and
his honours degree.

Al that very mament inls agent, Vita Linder,
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called to say the head of ROCA Victor rocords was
mrerested i him and wanted to come 1o Club
Continental loeneck him ot

"We pnicked the house overy night and this par
tieular night we were overbooked. We had o pt
o table an chie danee Door for o acd s wite and
Vita,” Callura recalls

Callurs was o hit,

"WVita got back to me and said they wanted to
il me oul on the road to season me up before
taking me on,” he vemembers, "] knew that if 1
el theat, '] never findsh sehool.”

Callura's agony was evident. "] guess M Wa
terfield was kind of surprised when [ asked if |
could get back to him but 1 really had (o think
bl whether | wanted 1o go back (o that tortur
oussiioation,” he lnughs,

Callura’s anti-poverty vow worked again,
though "1 did go back and [ gol my henours de
gree and that made € easy to And work. [ had ol
Kinds of Interviews and got job offers”

He chose Clarkson Gordon (now Ernst And
Young) i the accounting career pever
looked back. He became a pariner in
Gordon, Lomax, Hyde and Callura
Iveliane podog oul on his own.

But does he look back with
eny regret?

“Tdon't know.” he'll well
yvou, the uneertainty still
there after all those yeara
"l know people who've
been in showbusiness
full time and they are
really strugeling. En-
tertainment 1cok A
0T MG nose-
dive in 1891, The
oruise ahips cul
hack, corporate
work slackened
off and clubs
weoepnl from five
music (o s
nnd karaoke ™

But ithe
dream ol being S

an entertainer QS

never lefl, A gl
As VOUNE Y f

sprout of an ac *

countand,  Callura
sang with the Wally
Mack Orchestra and then
branched out on his own as Joey Cil
and the Rovales, changing that a few
vears later 10 Breezin' with Joe Callura,

This lasted right up wntil 1980 when
thi headaches of running a band on
tap of anaccounting cireer made
him take a break.

The break fasted wntil 1992
when he found a source of
karaoke tapes. At first he just
used them to sing in his bose-
ment for his own amusement.
Hut something happened. His
range ncreased, his volee
strangthensd, Two vears later in
1994, lightning struck for the sec.
ondd time.

Larry Vimdetic, a former musi-
cian In Breazipn', called, Did he
stlil do his Tom Jones acl?
Viadetle wanted 1o know, Like
ricking a bievele, wouldn't tnke me
anytime at nll to work it ap,
repiied Callura

Can you do Toronto's Della
Chelsea Inn this weekend?

Boom. Cue 1 snaps of psaple
rushing in and out of the Al
addelin Hotel, Las Veaas, The Rock
Anid Roll Heaven show at L Cape
[Honer Theatre, Toronto.

Just dan't, when Callura has to
ke on @ pariner to elp with the
acoouniancy, tedl im he's bean
anovarnighl sueeess,

Jae Callura: by day an gceountant; by night T'om Jones.




